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Passivity Saves NF 



By S. Nihal Singh 


T 


his is a period of marking¬ 
time for politicians and 
political parties as they 
wait for the result of the 


assembly elections to yield their 
crop of little surprises. Some in the 
Congress, of course, have tired of 
waiting, ascribing their new-found 
faith in the Janata Dal to the 
noblest of motives. 

While the broader picture 


emerging out of the assembly 
elections seems clear enough, the 
focus of attention revolves round 
a few key points.They are: How 
badly will the Congress fare? How 
well will Bharatiya Janata Party 
do? Which particular faction of the 
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T he realease,on February 
11, of 72-year-old African 
National Congress (ANC) 
leader Nelson Rolihlahla 
Mandela from the Victor Verster 
prison in the Paarl area of South 
Africa has been aptly hailed as the 
beginning of the end of apartheid 
in South Africa, but experts of Afri¬ 
can affairs differ on what led to his 
release, or more appropriately, 
what compelled South African 
President F.W. de Klerk to set him 
free, the mystery *of his-release 
has been deepened by the fact 
that Mandela had refused to 
' accept the preconditionsjaid down 
forhis release with the South Afri¬ 
can authorities as a prisoner, for 
negotiation, he said, could be held 
among free men. He even refused 
to be released unless all the ANC 
political prisoners were released or 
promised to be released and 
emergency was lifted from all the 
areas of South Africa. It is said that 
he refused to give any undertak¬ 
ing about giving up of violence 
Having received nothing in return, 
why did President de Klerk order 


Nelson Mandela’s release. 

There is, of course, no doubt 
that South African President de 
Klerk had no other alternative but 
to release him as the process for 
release had been initiated by his 
predecessor P.W. Botha. De Klerk 
knew if he did not complete the 
process soon, he would be totally 
unacceptable to the Blacks for any 
future negotiations and the White 
moderates in his own Nationalist 
Party would blame him for the 
deteriorating situation which was 
bound to deteriorate further. So, 
the decision to release Mandela 
was warranted by the polljical sit¬ 
uation in South Africa. Following 
facts would clarify the point further. 

The white rulers of South 
Africac-Henrick Verwoerd, John 
Vorster, P.W. Bbtha, Pik Botha 
and now F.W. de Klerk had all tried 
to politically eliminate Mandela. 
But their desperate attempts 
proved psychologically and politi¬ 
cally counter-productive. The 
slander unleashed by the White 
racist regime only added to the 
groundswell of popular national 
and international support which 
Mandela commands today. 

For decades on end, the ruling 


White tried to dismiss this semi¬ 
nal personality as "Robben Island 
prisoner No.466/64". Even the 
whites’ efforts to delay black 
majority rule have proved ineffec¬ 
tual in view of the altered geo¬ 
political reality in Southern Africa. 

Neighbouring South-West Africa 
or Namibia, which South Africa 
illegally occupied, will emerge as 
an independent nation, with black 
majority rule this year. This hard 
reality forced the pretoria regime 
to recognize Mandela as the real 
leader for the Opposition in South 
Africa. He met with former South 
African President, P.W. Botha, as 
well as current President, F.W. de 
Klerk. These meetings are signif¬ 
icant as they occurred at a time 
when fascist right-wing move^ 
ments, which have stymied the 
government’s "reform" initiatives, 
were becoming increasingly vocif¬ 
erous and served, as an indicator 
of how critical things had become 
in South Africa for the Government 
to talk to the titular head of the out¬ 
lawed liberation movement. 

In addition, the State was forced, 
to move Mandela to a near luxur¬ 
ious prison home near Cape Town 
where he had received visiting 


Janata Dal will com^ up with the 
best figures of winning candi¬ 
dates? 

Each of these factors will 
impinge on the post-electoral 
scene and, in particular, on the 
crucial question of the Janata 
Dal’s ability to attract a sizable 
chunk of Congressmen. It is taken 
for granted that, with the possible 
exception of Maharashtra, the 
Congress will lose most of the 
other states. 

For one thing, the performance 
of the National Front government 
has now been crowned by Vish- 
wanath Pratap Singh’s ability to 
ward off the immediate threat 
posed by the Vishwa Hindu Pari- 
shad’s announced plans to build 
the controversial temple. This con¬ 
trasts with the Rajiv Gandhi gov¬ 
ernment’s failure to defuse the 
issue before the parliamentary 
elections. 

Besides, though the new gov¬ 
ernment has made mistakes—in 
trading off Kashmiri terrorists for 
the union Home Minister’s kid¬ 
napped daughter and in the 
shameful manner in which gov¬ 
ernors were sacked and their 
largely undistinguished replace¬ 
ments put in place—the general 
verdict on the fledgling administra¬ 
tion is favourable. True, Devi Lai’s 
idiosyncrasies have attracted 
attention and George Fernandes’ 
Continued on page 9 


dignitaries, government officials, a 
wide-range of representatives 
from the Mass Democratic Move¬ 
ment as well as political adversar¬ 
ies in the anti-apartheid 
movement. 

Billed today as the only man 
capable of unlocking the political 
impasse in South Africa, Mandela 
had to be freed without any pre¬ 
conditions. 

It is difficult to say exactly how 
crucial was the role of the sanc¬ 
tions in forcing the Pretoria regime 
to release Mandela as exact 
figures about the adverse eco¬ 
nomic impact of the sanctions are 
not yet available, but no one can 
deny the impact as such of these 
sanctions. It has been estimated 
that South Africa had lost nearly 
15 percent of its market in the 
West and the decline in its foreign 
exchange earnings had resulted in 
a foreign debt of over two billion 
dollars. 

An index of the serious adverse 
economic impact of the sanctions 
was available in the undue haste- 
shown by British Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher to lift her gov¬ 
ernment’s sanctions on South 

Continued on page 4 
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Previous Record 
On Punjab 

T he conduct of Congress© lead¬ 
ers at the all-party meeting on 
Punjab held in New Delhi on 
December 17 was obnoxious. 
They disassociated themselves 
from the consensus statement on 
flimsy and whimsical grounds. 

They contended that the Con¬ 
gress© was not consulted on the 
drafting of the consensus state¬ 
ment. The truth is that the Exter¬ 
nal Affairs Minister, Mr I.K. Gujral, 
rang up Mr Rajiv Gandhi on the 
afternoon of December 16, asking 
him to send a representative. Mr 
Gandhi said he would consult his 
colleagues. When no reply came 
by 10 p.m., the Union Home Minis¬ 
ter, Mufti Mohammed Sayeed, 
rang up Mr Gandhi, and he was 
told that the Congress© president 
was still consulting his partymen, 
but the draft could be sent to him 
and he would then suggest addi¬ 
tions or deletions. This was done 
immediately. Then, how can Mr 
P.V. Narasimha Rao, leader of the 
Congress© delegation, claim that 
his party had been ignored? Con¬ 
gress© leaders even refused to 
make any suggestions for the joint 
statement. 

The former ruling party has con¬ 
veniently forgotten that it never 
consulted other parties before 
bringing similar documents to all¬ 
party meetings on Punjab. Appar¬ 
ently, the Congress© could not 
swallow the resolve of the new 
Government to punish those 
responsible for the November, 
1984, carnage and to end police 
excess in Punjab. Mr Rao was 
right in the sense that, in the 
absence of representatives of the 
Mann and the Badal factions of 
Akalis, no real solutions could be 
found. But it was not for him to call 
Mr Simranjit Singh Mann and Mr 
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Parkash Singh Badal "substantial 
leaders" whose candidates had 
secured more than 35 per cent of 
the votes polled in the Lok Sabha 
elections. Was it not Mr Rao's own 
Government which had put these 
men in prison on trumped-up 
charges? When the Congress© 
saw power slipping out of its 
hands, the two leaders were 
announced clean overnight and 
released. 

The three-page Congress© 
paper, distributed to the Press 
after the meeting, asked the 
National Front Government to 
spell out its position on 11 issues. 
But all of them have been covered 
by the consensus statement. 
Renewed demand for Khalistan 
has been taken care of by the 
assertion that the solution of the 
Punjab problem shall have to be 
within the constitutional frame¬ 
work. The document also makes 
specific references to misuse of 
gurdwaras, killings and violence, 
favours economic development, 
creation of employment opportun¬ 
ities, and safety of all people in the 
State. Mr Rao wanted the Gov¬ 
ernment to declare its views on the 
Rajiv Gandhi-Longowal accord. 
He should have hung his head in 
shame, because not even one 
clause of this solemn agreement 
was implemented by the Con¬ 
gress© Government in four years 
and a half. Mr Gandhi once 
described the Anadpur Sahib 
Resolution as "not an offensive 
document", and referred its clau¬ 
ses on Centre-State relations to 
the Sarkaria Commission. 

The Congress© attitude has 
drawn flak from all other parties. 

HARCHARAN SINGH 
CALCUTTA 

A Potential Danger 

K eeping in view of the situation 
in Jammu & Kashmir and in 
Punjab on the rise and spread of 
its bitterness between the Hindus 
and Muslims on account of mas¬ 
sacre of Muslims in Meerut and 
Bhagalpur that too at the hands of 
Police and Ram Janma Bhoomi- 
Babri Masjid tangle demands spe¬ 
cial attention not only ot the gov¬ 
ernment but also of the entire 


Hindu leadership. 

We must learn a lesson from 
Bangladesh that no army can 
retain or save a part of the coun¬ 
try getting dismembered, when the 
local population becomes anti¬ 
government. Even in communist 
ruled country like Russia this fact 
has become obvious. 

Though Mahatma Gandhi 
declared that the partition of India 
would only take place on his dead 
body, what happened in his own 
life time. This disaster could have 
been averted had Mahatma given 
greater priority in removing the 
fear of Muslims from Hindu dom¬ 
inance in free India and built up 
mutual trust between these two 
communities. 

Mr I K Gujral while talking to the 
Pakistan Foreign Minister said that 
40 years of confrontation had not 
helped neither Pakistan nor India 
and, India would not allow disinte¬ 
gration of it. One partition had 
been enough. The point before us 
is, whether we have taken right 
steps to avoid another partition. 
Before the partition the Muslims 
remained distanced from Hindus, 
the situation has not changed in all 
these 40 years of independence. 

Now there is efforts to remove 
fear of Hindu dominance from the 
Sikhs, too. Another most danger¬ 
ous course, if it developes, is the 
understanding between the Sikh 
militants and Kashmiri Muslim mil¬ 
itants who are struggling for sim¬ 
ilar cause that it to attain equality 
and retention of their religious, cul¬ 
tural and social identities which 
have been under clouds. If this 
materializes, the shape of general 
situation in India would become 
disastrous beyond any imagina¬ 
tion. Therefore, the nation requires 
to change the country’s thinking, 
which should enable it to prevent 
linkage of these two, otherwise 
Punjab and J&K might become 
dne chunk of trouble. The only 
solution to this potential problem 
is honouring of Article 370 without 
any reservation and accepting 
Anandpur Sahib Resolution. If our 
own house is in order to make 
India a solid hammer, Pakistan 
would never think of taking away 
Kashmir from India. 

LT COL MANOHAR SINGH 
NEW DELHI 
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Sound And Fury 

I stand here not as a prophet, but as a humble servant of you 
the people.Your tireless and heroic sacrifices have made it 
possible for me to be here today. 

-Mr Nelson Mandela. 

He (Mr De Klerk) is inviting the murderers of the ANC to the table 
for talks. 

-Mr En^ene Terreblanche, leader of the Afrikaner resistance 
moven,ent. 

Until we know which way the ultra-rightists are going, it is 
important that the armed struggle (by the African National 
Congress) should only be suspended, not abolished. 

-Dr Kenneth Kaunda. 

Unfortunately, the whites fear the reality of democracy. 

:Mr Nelson Mandela. 

Mr Mandela is out of jail, but he is not free. 

-Rev Jesse Jackson. 

Like the Bourbons, Mr Gandhi has learnt nothing and forgotten 
nothing. 

-Dr Rafiq Zakaria after resigning from the Congress (i). 

Sharad Pawar is the high command and Rajiv Gandhi is the low 
command. 

-Mr Nasikrao Tirpude. 

Pluralism of opinion is not dissent. 

-Mr Gorbachov. 




In any democratic country Gorbachov would have resigned 'O0 r 
now. 

-Gary Kasparov, Soviet world chess champion, on the Azerbaijan 
crisis. 

I am everyone's target because people are jealous. 

-Mr Devi Lai. 

The dynastic democracy is over, but so is Janata Dal’s euphoria 
over the shock waves it generated at the close of the 1980s. 
-Frontier. 

If the elections are not held and the right to vote was not given 
to the people of Punjab, they would be compelled to think of 
dissociating themselves from India. 

-Mr Simranjit Singh Mann. 

There is no evidence that Mann is anti-national. 

-Mr Siddhartha Shankar Ray. 

Anyone coming in conflict with the wave of Hindu consolidation^- 
will be swept aside. 

-Mr Ashok Singhal, secretary-general of the Vishwa. Hindu 
Parishad. 

The time has come when I would like to do something more than 
just acting. 

-Shabana Azmi. 

I have a rather simple view of the matter: they’re asking for me 
to be murdered and I think that’s bad idea. 

-Salman Rushdie. 

India does not have statesmen like Metternich, Bismarck, or Kis¬ 
singer to solve the Punjab problem. 

-Akaii Dal (Mann) leader Simranjit Singh Mann 

The Punjab problem cannot be solved by travelling in an open 
jeep. 

-Leader of the Opposition, Rajiv Gandhi 

Hindus are never unreasonable. They are kind, large-hearted 
and peaceloving. 

-Bihar CM Dr Jagannath Mishra in Onlooker 

...Even if Lord Ram says so, the work of the construction of this 
temple cannot stop now. 

-VHP leader Ramchandra Paramhans in India Today 

Marriages may be made in heaven, but they are clearly explo¬ 
ited on earth. 

-Congress (I) spokesman M.J. Akbar on the plea to defer the 
Assembly poll as the date is auspicious for marriages 
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Election Or No Election? 

T his question can be asked only in relation to Punjab if election which 
are due are not being held, it is only in Punjab. Why so? This is a 
question which cannot but be asked. 

Is Punjab the only state which is to be denied its due? Since May 11, 1987, 
Punjab has been under Governor's rule. As would be recalled, the Constitution 
had to be amended in order to make this possible. That amendment was jus¬ 
tified in the name of terrorism. Terrorism has not declined despite the Centre 
handling the job directly. In any case even the extended term of three years 
secured through amendment of the Constitution is due to run out. \nd still there 
is no move to held the elections. It can still be conducted; but then that would 
be cutting it fine. 

There is no doubt that as and when an election is held in Punjab, it is the 
militants who would come into power.lt may be S.S. Mann or somebody else. 
For instance, it is said that those who were convicted of hijacking an of I A 
plane and are now kept in Jodhpur jail are likely to be put up as candidates. 
Whether this comes to pass or not, such things still happen and are bound to 
happen. They happened in the 1989 election to PaiiiamenL Both Mann and Attin- 
derpal Singh were accused in the Indira Gandhi murder case and yet they were 
np as candidates and were returned. Bimal Khalsa as well as Sucha Singh 
\ -re also connected with Beant singh. This is a phase in Punjab Politics which 
has been brought on by the manner in which the situation was mismanaged by 
the last government 

The unstated objective of the Congress© during the last few years had been 
to destroy the moderate leadership. That has been done quite effectively. Nobody 
however stopped to ask the question; what next? It could only be the militants 
who would there come to power. In any election which is now held, this is likely 
to happen. 

The response of the National Front in January 1990 Was one of panic. The 
new government saw for itself that the militants were so strong that in any elec¬ 
tion which is held, they would capture power.Those who want to deny them 
power successfully prevailed up on the powers that be that elections be not hel. 
It was made out that there would be mass exodus of non-Sikh population and 
so on. Nobody can be categorical about these matters. But whatever be the truth, 
the new government was prevailed upon not to hold the elections in Punjab 
at the same time as it was being held elsewhere. 

Nobody stopped, to ask the question what would happen in May 1990 if an 
election were to be held at that time. Or what would happen at the end of the 
year or next year or even the year after that? It requires no great political per- 
spicaty to see that the militants would capture power. There is bound to be con¬ 
flict between the non-sikhs and Sikhs in that suitation and there is no way that 
, it can be wished away. The proper thing for the new government would have 
/been to work out a settlement between the two communities so as to ensure 
P^wer sharing between the two. The National Front government was in a unique 
^position to do so. It had the goodwill of both the communities. But in the manner 
in which it has conducted itself, it has got alienated from the militants who allege 
that this government is like the earlier government. Whether this is right or not, 
this is the political line being projected by them it is comming to be increas¬ 
ingly accepted. 

In other words, the National Front would find it difficult to take the kind 
of instiative that was expected of it and was promised in the beginning. Its capac¬ 
ity to do so has got severely curtailed. On the contrary, as the situation wor¬ 
sens, it would be left with no choice except to resort to repression. Repression 
has not succeeded in the past and will not succeed even now. The only option 
the National Front would be left with would be to bring forward another amend¬ 
ment of the Constitution and prolong the Governor’s rule. This would make 
it ask for the support of the Congress © which, it goes without saying, would 
exact its full price. 

Should the National Front have gone in for this course of action? Should it 
be seen as acting againstits own professions and interests? Should it be seen 
as the perpetrator of repression? And above all, should it be seen as leaning 
in favour of one community against another? All these are questions which cannot 
be answered in the negative. 

What has emerged shows that the National Front does not have either an alter¬ 
native plan or a clear perspective of how the Punjab issue is to be resolved. 
Like the Congress ©, it too would stumble from one mistake to another and 
make decisions which would be in contradiction to one another. That should 
not have been done. The Front has been pul into a position from which it would 
find it difficult to extricate itself. 


NOTICE 

Lack of resources has always been causing problems in the professional and 
uninterrupted publication of the FORUM GAZETTE. So, now, we are planning 
to relaunch the magazine as a weekly alter a break tor resource mobilization. 
Hope our respected reader would bear with us. 

-Editor 


A Dream Fulfilled: 
A Battle Begins 


By Manoj Kumar 


N Nelson Rolihlahia Man¬ 
dela, spokesman of all 
discriminated and free¬ 
dom loving people, has 
'been released after 27 years in 
illegal White racist regime’s 
prison on 11th of this month. His 
release symbolizes the triumph of 
dignity over indignity, freedom 
over bondage and tenacity over 
despair. More than, anything else, 
it inspires hope in the fact that an 
oppressive world riven with class, 
caste and racial oppression can be 
changed and will be changed so 
long as man and woman have the 
unflinching will to struggle for the 
best of human values - freedom, 
equality, dignity and justice. 

The symbol of unyielding black 
resistance to apartheid, Mandela 
was born on 18th July 1918 in 
Umtata in the Tembu Royal 
House. As a boy in his village, he 
was fascinated by the elders’ epic 
stories of Dingane and Bamhata, 
Hintra, Makana, Mo Shoeshoe 
and Sekhukhuni and took pride in 
a feeling of identity with his peo¬ 
ples’ history and culture. The Afri¬ 
can past became a source of 
inspiration to him which influenced 
his life’s direction towards the 
struggle of all oppressed peoples 
of South Africa. After graduating 
as a lawyer, Mandela remembers: 
"Many years ago, when I was a 
boy brought up in my village in the 
Transkei, I listened to the elders of 
the tribe telling stories about the 
good old days, before the arrival 
of the White men. Then the coun¬ 
try was ours, in our own name and 
right. We had the land, the forests, 
the rivers and everything the coun¬ 
try possessed.", 

This situation changed within a 
few decades. The land, the forests 
and mineral wealth were captured 
by the White and the sons of the 
soil were rewarded with inhuman 
torture. In less than a decade laws 
such as the following, among 
many others, were imposed upon 
one after another. In 1948: Asia¬ 
tic Land Tenure and Indian Rep¬ 
resentation Act, which limited the 
possibilities of Indians to obtain 
land. 1948: Prohibition of Mixed 
Marriage, through which interracial 
marriages were declared null. 
1950: Group Areas Act, that 
empowered the regime to declare 
any place in the country an area 
of residence for one specific ethnic 
group; Population Registration 
Act, that classified in racial groups 
all the inhabitants of South Africa; 
Suppression of Communism Act, 
through which anyone was 
declared a "Communist", for 
example, if the person questions 
apartheid. 1952: Abolition of 
passes and coordination of Doc¬ 
uments Act, in virtue of which Afri¬ 
cans must have a reference card 
in order to travel within their own 


country, 1953: Prohibition of Mixed 
Marriage Ordinance, which con¬ 
sidered as a crime, all sexual rela¬ 
tions between Europeans and 
non-Europeans. 1955:'Criminal 
Procedure Act, which authorised 
any police officer to enter when¬ 
ever a meeting is being held if he 
belives that the national security is 
at stake. 1959: Promotion of Bantu 
Self-Government Act, which 
created the so called homelands 
or bantustans and deprived 
natives in that land of their South 
African citizenship, giving them a 
non-existent one - that of the home¬ 
land. Thus millions were turned 
into stateless persons in their very 
own land of birth. 

It is against this background that 
Mandela joined the stnjggle of the 
victims of apartheid who came 
after being ousted from their lands, 
couples whose marriages had 
been declared illegal, people who 
were harassed due to any violation 
of the system. He himself became 
a hunted, accused and in carcer- 
ated man. He had said, "I 
regarded it as a duty which I owed, 
not just to my people, but also to 
my profession, to the practice of 
law, and to justice for all mankind, 
to cry out against this discrimina¬ 
tion which is essentially unjust and 
opposed to the whole basis of the 
attitude towards justice..." In the 
vortex of that struggle, his strug¬ 
gle, Mandela meets Nomzana 
Winifred Madikirela and marries 
her (later she became Winnie 
Mandela). Winnie said, "When we 
married I knew I had married the 
struggle, my people’s liberation". 

In 1944, Mandela joined the 
African National Congress. This 
was the beginning of his political 
career. Once inside, he played a 
seminal role in radicalising the 
ANC and worked hard in drawing 
the youth into the struggle. In 
league with his now famous com¬ 
rades Walter Sisulu, Oliver Tambo 
and others, Mandela was instru¬ 
mental in forming the ANC’s mil¬ 
itant Youth League and was 
elected its General Secretary. 

By 1949, when Mandela and his 
comrades were ideologically in a 
dominant position, persuaded the 
ANC to adopt a more militant pro¬ 
gramme of action in which strikes, 
boycotts and disobedience against 
inhuman law$ were envisaged. 
Youlh League gave a call for 
'direct action’ which was a far 
more militant path so far adopted 
in the task of liberating South 
Africa. But before such action 
could be organized, the police kil¬ 
ling of 18 demonstrators on May 
Day 1950 precipitated a national 
day of protest on 26 June 1950. 
This was the first time in South 
African history that a national work 
stoppage had been called. Since 
then, 26 June is observed as 
South African Freedom Day. 

Exactly two years later Mandela 
became Transvaal President and 
Deputy National President of the 


ANC. He came into national pro- 
minance in that year in the cam¬ 
paign of Defiance of Unjust Laws 
as volunteer-in-chief leading the 
8,500 volunteers who courted 
imprisonment. He received a sus¬ 
pended sentence and was soon 
served with banning orders pre¬ 
venting him attending gatherings 
or leaving Johannesburg. 

In September 1953, the ban 
was extended for two years with 
extra provision that he should 
resign from the ANC. He was 
made by law a criminal, not 
because of what he had done but 
because of what he stood for. 
When he and other organizers of 
Defiance Campaign had been 
brought to trial, under the suppres¬ 
sion of Communism Act, the judge 
had agreed the charge had 
nothing to do with Communism 
"as it is a Commonly Known". He 
added: "I accept the evidence that 
you consistently advised your fol¬ 
lowers to follow a peaceful course 
of action and to avoid violence in 
any shape or form". 

Mandela with Oliver Tamlo 
engaged himself with organizing 
the people, the ANC and the 
Youth League. They started prac¬ 
tising law to help the victims of- 
apartheid. Mandela was to tell the 
court at his own trial, "each case 
in the court, each visit to the jails, 
gave evidence of apartheid brutal¬ 
ity... that the whole life of a think¬ 
ing African in this country drives 
him on the otherside of the law., 
a law which in our view is immoral, 
unjust and intolerable... we must 
protest against it, we must oppose 
it, we must attempt to alter it"., 

Mandela’s popularity and ANC 
activities continued to grow. He 
wrote numerous articles exposing 
and attacking the steadily intensi¬ 
fying racial oppression. Freedom 
charter was released at this time 
which declared the freedom and 
dignity of African people without 
considering the race, colour and 
sex. The racist regime began to 
arrest the ANC activists. At the 
dawn of 5th December 1956, 
Mandela with 156 other naiional- 
ists were arrested and were 
charged of conspiring treason 
They were implicated in a fake 
international communist conspi¬ 
racy to overthrow the administra¬ 
tion by violence. Mandela was the 
chief accused. But the racist reg¬ 
imes failed to produce any evi¬ 
dence even after four and half 
years and all the accused were 
acquitted. 

The year 1960 proved a turning 
point in Mandela’s life as well as 
that of the ANC, when the blood 
soaked massacre of 69 innocent. 
Africans took place by racist bul¬ 
lets at Sharpeville. ANC was pro¬ 
scribed. It changed the philosophy 
of Mandela towards the possibility 
of guerrilla warfare. 

Soon after, Mandela joined with 
others in organizing the All Afri- 
Continued on page 4 
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Africa. The British decision on 
February 11 coinciding with Man¬ 
dela’s release is an apt indicator 
of the economic difficulties which 
beset South Africa. 

The British Prime Minister, Mar¬ 
garet Thatcher, had announced an 
immediate lifting of some of Bri¬ 
tain’s sanctions against South 
Africa, including the end of a 
voluntary ban on new investment 
and the restoration of tourist links 
with Britain. 

Dr. Nelson Mandela’s release 
meant that the discouragement of 
investment in South Africa "no 
longer made sense," Thatcher 
said in a statement on February 
11. She said Britain would be dis¬ 
cussing with its EEC partners the 
question of new investments in 
South Africa. 

How far will the EEC go along 
with the British decision and sug¬ 
gestion cannot be said for certain 
at this point of time, but US Pres¬ 
ident George Bush has rejected 
the British PM's decision by saying 
on February 12 that it was too 
early to lift the sanctions on South 
Africa. This again shows that the 
sanctions which were first initiated 
by India back in 1946 had their 
effect in bringing about the release 
of Mandela. So, no factor as such, 
but an accumulated impact of all 
the factors, and above all the per¬ 
sonal sacrifices of Mandela, were 
responsible for his release. Not to 
be forgotten are also the sacrifi¬ 


ces made by thousands of African 
Blacks who worked continuously 
against the apartheid regime. 

The release of Mandela has 
ended only one chapter. The new 
chapter of negotiations and the 
eventual setting up of a regime 
based on majority rule of one- 
person-one-vote is bound to be as 
ardous as that of freedom strug¬ 
gle. Some may see it will be more 
difficult. An idea of the struggle 
that lies ahead can be had from 
what Mandela said in his interview 
to the South African daily Sunday 
Star. Mandela warned that there 
could be no peace in South Africa 
as long as the white minority 
insisted on supremacy. He said 
blacks must continue their fight for 
equality, saying: "Unfortunately, 
whites fear the reality of democ¬ 
racy," But he also spoke of the 
period to come as a "time of rec¬ 
onciliation" as the multi-racial 
country sought to shape its des¬ 
tiny. 

In an interview to the South Afri¬ 
can Press Association, Mandela 
called on all South Africans to 
work towards a common destiny. 
He said unity could be achieved 
through a non-racial society and 
not on the basis of racial-division. 
"Unity not only between the 
oppressed but between all South 
Africans, is the critical catalyst in 
resolving the problem in our coun¬ 
try. Unfortunately, whites fear the 
reality of democracy," Mandela 
said. 


Adding that any impression that 
he had now accepted the govern¬ 
ment’s concept of freedom and its 
agenda to end apartheid was a 
distortion of his desire to work 
towards justice and peace for all 
South Africans. 

He said negotiations would 
have to address to two basic 
issues, majority rule in a unitary 
state and the insistence on the 
protection of the Whites’ political 
position. 

Mr. Mandela said his struggle 
will continue until Blacks achieve 
full equality in South Africa. "Free¬ 
dom cannot be given in half doses. 
One is either free or not free ... not 
half free. Not until my people have 
achieved political equality can we 
begin to relax the struggle," he 
said. But President F. W. de Klerk 
nas said he is convinced that 
Nelson Mandela is committed to a 
peaceful resolution of the crisis in 
South Africa. 

Mr. Mandela said the protection 
of individual rights in the ANC 
freedom charter protected every¬ 
one without resorting to the protec¬ 
tion of group rights. "As long as 
whites think in terms of groups 
rights they are talking the lan¬ 
guage of apartheid." So, Mandela 
has made his position clear. Now 
it is up to the Pretoria regime to go 
along with him and enjoy a safe 
transition and secure future, but it 
appears the White ultras would not 
let President de Klerk have either. 

Extreme right wing Whites, 
shouting the slogan " hang Man¬ 
dela" marched through the streets 
on Feburary 11 with Swastika 
flags to demands the overthrow of 


de Klerk’s government. The told about 3,000 people at a rally 
Whites belonging to the Afrikaner before the march that de Klerk’s 
Weersbands Bewging (AWB) plans to end White-minority rule 
were accusing de Klerk of selling were a betrayal of South Africa’s 
himself to the Blacks as Judas Whites. He said the government’s 
had, according to the Bible, sold move would trigger off a massive 
Jesus for 30 silver coins. White backlash. 

Stormtroopers in khaki uniforms The African blacks are no less 
armed with whips, knives and pis- determined to wage a violent 
tols marched to government struggle as was evident from their 
headquarters with a tiny white spree of arson and looting in which 
coffin representing whites killed in scores of Blacks died in a number 
terrorist attacks. Marchers of African cities. This is despite the 
dumped the coffin after the police fact that on February 12, Nelson 
refused to accept it. "Hang de Mandela softened his stand on 
Klerk" and "We are ready to fight", violent struggle and heaped praise 
the column of about 2,000 march- on President de Klerk. So, it 
ers yelled on their way to the union appears Mandela’s dream of an 
buildings. amicable multi-racial society in 

Eugene Terreblanche, leader of South Africa will have to face 
the Whites’ resistance movement, rough weather. 

ment. tional release made by the apar- 

Before sentence was pro- theid regime on 31 January 1985, 
nounced (the accused faced a Mandela in a message to his 
possible death-penalty in terms of people said: "I am in prison as the 
South African law) Mandela representatives of the people and 

addressed the court in what has °f y° ur organization, the African 
come to be universally recognised National Congress, which was 
as one of the most inspiring and banned... I cannot and will not give 
stirring statements in defence of ar| y undertaking at a time when I 

human freedom. His two powerful anc * y° u - People, are not free, 

statements made from the dock at Your freedom and mine cannot be 
the two trials in 1962 and 1964 separated. I will return - , 
were hailed by the United Nations In another message in 1980 
among the greatest documents in sent on the occassion of they -m- 
iiumanities struggle for freedom firment of the Jawaharlal * ,ru 
and racial equality (Black Man in Award for International Uno'er- 

a white court, November 1962, standing on him, Mandela in a 

and I am prepared to die! Rivonia statement smuggled out of prison 

Trial, April 1964) It can be com- had invoked the words of Nehru: 

pared with two other unforgetta- "In a world which is full of conflict 

ble statements, one by Mahatma and hatred and violence, it 

Gandhi at his trial, in March 1922 becomes more necessary than at 

and the other by Jawaharlal Nehru any other time to have faith in 

at his trial on November 3, 1940. human destiny. If the future we 

Mandela conducted his own work for is full of hope for human- 

defence and concluded on this ity, then the ills of the present do 

. soulstirring high note: "During my not matter much and we have jus- 


A Battle Begins 


Continued from page 3 

can Convention in Peitermaritz- 
burg, which called for a national 
convention of representatives of all 
the peoples of South Africa to work 
out a new democratic constitution. 
The banning orders on him 
expired on the eve of the conven¬ 
tion, and he went into hiding to 
avoid being served with new 
orders. Making a surprise appear¬ 
ance at the convention, he was 
elected leader of the National 
Action Council to implement its 
decisions. 


Immediately going under¬ 
ground, Mandela directed the 
organization of nation-wide three- 
day strike on 29, 30 and 31 May 
1961. The Government broke the 
strike with arrests of thousands of 
Africans, and a massive show of 
military and police force. 

Mandela and his colleagues 
then came to the conclusion that 
sole reliance on non-violent 
methods of struggle was no longer 
reliable. In June 1961, they 
decided to establish Urn Kouto We 
Sizwe (Spear of the Nation) with 
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Mandela as the leader. In 
December 1961, the Urn Konto 
organized acts of sabotage that, 
resulted, as planned, in material 
damage only, in Johannesburg, 
Durhan and Pretoria. Meanwhile, 
Mandela left the country illegally in 
1961 to solicit international support 
for the South African freedom 
struggle. He visited various newly 
independent African states and 
met leading African personalities 
of the time besides British Labour 
Party leader, Harold Wilson, in 
London. He did a course in military 
training in Algeria and returned to 
the country to lead his people in 
the ardous and protracted strug¬ 
gle that lay ahead. 

Living the life of an outlaw, he 
evaded the arrest for mearly 15 
months, when he had been a 
victim of the CIA’s "sellout" to the 
racist South African Intelligence 
Services. After the tip off Mandela 
was arrested at a road blockade 
near Durhan by the secret service 
in August 1962 and charged with 
inciting the strikes in 1961 and 
leaving the country illegally. In 
November 1962, he was sen¬ 
tenced to five years imprisonment. 
While he was still in jail Mandela 
was again brought to court in the 
famous Rivonia Trial in October 
1963 for organizing sabotage of 
the illegal regime. This time he 
was tried as accused number one, 
and together with eight of his 
fellow accused, was found guilty 
and sentenced to life imprison- 


lifetime, I have dedicated my self 
to this struggle of the African 
people. I have fought against White 
domination and black domination. 

I have cherished the ideal of the 
democratic and free society in 
which all persons live in harmony 
and with equal opportunities. It is 
an ideal which I hope to live for 
and to acnieve. But if needs be, it 
is an ideal for which I am prepared 
to die". 

These words were then dis¬ 
missed as mere rhetoric but after 
decades he speaks in the same 
voice. He always championed the 
cause of his people’s freedom. He 
says "I love life just as much as 
you do. But I cannot buy my life by 
selling my people’s right to free¬ 
dom. I am ready to die for this 
freedom should it prove neces¬ 
sary". 

Mandela has lived this message 
in the last 27 years in prison with 
some of the worst conditions imag¬ 
inable for incarceration of a polit¬ 
ical prisoner, including the barbaric 
onslaught of the apartheid regime 
-banning orders, exile, imprison¬ 
ment, threats, attempt on life 
against his wife, Winnie Mandela, 
who has bravely stood this all and 
become a leader of the freedom 
struggle in her own sight. 

Whenever he got an opportun¬ 
ity, Nelson Mandela had sent a 
message out of prison to his 
people to carry on the struggle 
without faltering. 

On refusing the offer of condi- 


tification for working for that 
future". 

During his terrible penoa of 
incarceration, spanning more ihan 
a quarter of a century Mandela has 
continued to inspire his people to 
carry on the liberation struggle to 
eliminate the apartheid reginu-He 
exudes an indomitable spin .Aat 
soars out of the stone walls of his 
cell, to spread throughout his 
country and abroad, giving cour¬ 
age to millions of people in South 
Africa, in the Frontline states and 
beyond to continue the struggle for 
the liberation of South Africa. 

Mandela has not surrendered, 
but the illegal racist regime has to 
surrender. It is the success of the 
just principle, Mandela and others 
stood for. In five months since 
assuming office President De 
Klark, unlike his predecessors, has 
to admit the hardest realities of 
human destiny and finally to con¬ 
sider the release of Mandela ful¬ 
filling all the demands of the latter. 
The establishment of a classless 
and democratic South Africa is 
now the task before Mandela. 
While sharing the joy of millions of 
progressive men and women all 
over the world let Mandela con¬ 
tinue his people’s relentless strug¬ 
gle against apartheid and play a 
heroic role to fulfil the forthcoming 
task of silent revolution, where the 
clutches of imperialism and neo¬ 
colonialism be thrown in the dust¬ 
bin of history! March on! Nelson 
Mandela. 
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Dear Sardar Saheb, 
Sat Sri Akal. 


Y ears ago I had somehow 
got a copy of your letter 
to Giani Zail Singh, then 
President, resigning from 
the service of the state. Since 
then, I have read and re-read it 
several times over. Try as I would, 

I have never been able to detect 
in it even a trace which could lead 
me to conclude that you were 
capable of the sort of acts for 
which you were indicated by the 
government of Rajiv Gandhi and 
Buta Singh. No doubt your letter 
dripped with extreme anguish of 
the kind persons dedicated to reli¬ 
gion suffer from when their inmost 
chords are disturbed. But the 
writer of that kind of letter could 
never have been capable of the 
heinous crimes you were later 
charged with. Like so many others 
like me, I never for a moment 
believed at any time that you were 
guilty. Apart from the fact that no 
court would possibly have con¬ 
victed you on the basis of thn facts 
alleged, it was not even a case for 
handing in a verdict of benefit of 
the doubt. You would have been 
^nr^pronounced and the case con- 
^“cocted. 

So it was more relief than sur¬ 
prise that you were released 
unconditionally by the very gov¬ 
ernment which had framed you. 
With another government, which 
woud have dug up the files, in 
power, the previous one just gave 
up. The duo of Rajiv Gandhi and 
Buta Singh threw up the towel, 
acknowledging defeat. 

You had Sacrificed a prize post 
and thereafter suffered a lot; five 
years in jail without trial, plus tor¬ 
ture. But society is so made that 
suffering and sacrifice do not go im 
vain but are often ultimately j 
rewarding. These led to a situation, 
where the people of Punjab and a 
section of the AISSF saw you 
-^through in the Lok Sabha elections 
“wand you find yourself in a position 
at which, I daresay, you never 
consciously even aimed: an M.P. 
and the leader of the Sikhs and of 
Punjab. 

It would be natural for you in the 
circumstances to place yourself in 
the hands of those who actively 
helped you to this position of vant¬ 
age. They made you what you 
have become, the argument would 
go, without any effort on your 
part—you were in jail all that 
time— and that you therefore owe 
it to them to act at their behest. 
Their logic may well be that since 
you are their representative, it is 
your duty to represent their views 
in Parliament and not your own. 

But this would be a most mis¬ 
taken view. People elected you for 
what you stand for and not what 
!hey may like to want from you. A 
real leader is one who leads, not 
one who is led away by his follow¬ 
ers and supporters. It is up to you 
now to lead the people of Punjab, 
akalis, non-akalis, hindus.and all 
the rest. 


An Open Letter To 
S. Simranjit Singh Mann 



_ 


No here are a tew questions 
which you have to ask yourself 
and find the answers. 

First, may I remined you that 
Sikh history is essentially the: 
record of those whb lild down 
their lives for their faith and not of 
those who died in battle killing 
others, howsoever brave their 
deeds may have been. Christians 
have one single individual who 
died for them on the cross and 
almost half the world is his follow¬ 
ers. Sikh history teems with a 
galaxy of martyrs. It is their lives 
and the manner of their death 
without flinching that has appealed 
to the multitudes and drawn a 
dedicated following. They suffered 
the rack, the gallows and even 
allowed themselves to be buried 
alive in masonry rather than abjure 
their faith. 

it is this faith you represent, not 
the narrow parochialism which 
some self-seeking men are propa¬ 
gating today. You have to pull out 
the panth not only from the slough 
of despondency but also from the 
quagmire of feuding and contra¬ 
dictory would-be power-centres 
where we are witnessing more 
dais' than there are leaders. 

Among your supporters, those 
who took voters to the polls, are 
many who are popularly known as 
extremists and terrorists. Now ter¬ 
rorism is alien to sikhism. On the 
contrary, as said above, sikhism is 
a religion of those who know how 
to die for their belief,and farthest 
from those who kill by stealth for 
greed, for private grudge, from 
mistaken perceptions, or just the 


devilry of it, and then run away 
instead of bravely facing the con¬ 
sequences of their acts. Like a 
-brave Sikh, you must condemn 
from the house-tops, unreservedly 
and unequivocally, whether it 
emanates from the state or from 
those individuals or groups who 
are ranged against the state. 

Then, you must elaborate on a 
few demands you have made 
lately to enable us to understand 
your point. You have asked that 
the killers of General Vaidya be 
released. Please say why. On the 
one hand we are asking that the 
guilty men of November 84 who 
ran amuck massacring sikhs 
indiscriminately be arrested and 
punished, on the other hand you 
ask that men found guilty by the 
courts of cold-blooded assassina¬ 
tion, after a country-wide hunt, to 
be just left off. Is this not double 
standard? It makes the other 
demand hollow. Can any govern¬ 
ment conceede your demand? 


Would it not destroy the morale of 
Jaw-enforcement agencies? 

Again, some days ago after vis¬ 
iting Kashmir you asked that the 
army be withdrawn from there. 
What is your case, pray? Are the 
people against whom the army 
has been deployed, the assort¬ 
ment who would cool down if left 
alone? Don't you know they have 
been indoctrinated, trained,armed 
and then sent across by an ill- 
disposed neighbour of yours to try 
and hand over the state to it? The 
present government of your coun¬ 
try, you surely know, does not at 
all relish the idea of confronting 
playful boys who are just out for 
fun and would quietly go home if 
we look the other way. 

Men like me who have close 
empathy with the sikh cause, who 
not only respect the beliefs but 
also share them, who have lived 
part of their lives in Punjab, who 
have numerous friends there, who 
have sikh relations by marriage, 
expect the Sikh leadership not to 
buckle under militancy but break 
the shackles of fear which have all 
too fclearly gripped it. We know 
that it was the nefarious policy of 
the outgoing government at the 
centre which has brought Punjab 
to the present sorry pass, ft egged 
a simple-minded religious 
preacher into confrontation with 
the akalis and did nothing when he 
gradually converted himself into a 
Frankenstein. The mischief would 
surely have been nipped in the 
bud if the killers of D.I.G. Atwal 
had been immediately pursued 
inside the Temple and caught. 
There would of course would have 
been some hullabaloo but with not 
much force or justification behind 
it. The army of Saudi Arabia had 
entered Ka’aba, the holy of muslim 
holies, in pursuit of the terrorists 
who had taken asylum there. The 
Congress-1 government after first 
encouraging the monk to rule the 
roost, started running with the hair 
and hunting with the hound, which 
they were doing till the day they 
were ousted from power. 

And when you ask for more 
powers for Punjab—Anandpur 


Saheb Resolution and all that— 
why not speak for all the constit¬ 
uent states of your country. That 
demand would have the support of 
all other states too and would 
become irresistible. After all, we 
are a Union of States - a federa- 
tion-not a unitary system, as the 
previous government was trying to 
run it. 

There are no soft options. You 
have to take the bull by the horns. 
Once you decide to do so and your 
position becomes clear and 
unequivolcal, you will find the 
whole of Punjab, Sikhs and 
hindus, eating out of your hands. 
The terrorists - bulk of them 
drug-pedlars, gun-runners, smug¬ 
glers, dacoits and just plain crim¬ 
inals-would fade away from the 
scene. Men of your sagacity and 
discernment, can easily sort out 
the essentials from the dross. We 
expect responsible action from 
you in this hour of dire crisis in 
Punjab, with which is intertwined 
the future of your India too. You 
are one of the bravest and should 
not shirk the path of trust and right, 
whatever the short-term conse¬ 
quences. Riding tigers is risky bus¬ 
iness. 

Also, having been in responsible 
positions in the police force, who 
can be in a better position than you 
to know under what constrains the 
government has to function. You 
must bear with it a tang way even 
when it sometime has to go one 
step back to go two steps forward 
later. You cannot fight terror with 
gloves made of kid leather. 

Considering all these things I 
have full confidence that you 
would take full advantage of the 
opportunity which has been 
vouchsafed to you to take the lead 
in Punjab so that it take its full 
share in the affairs of the whole 
nation and not in just a part of it. 
Sikhs have been President, Gov¬ 
ernors, Home Minister, Chief 
Ministers, Judges, Ambassadors 
and other high positions to which 
any citizen can aspire. Why can 
not one of them one day become 
the Prime Minister and straddle 
the entire sub-continent and not 
just aspire for a small part of it? I 
am inclined to think that it is some 
inferiority complex, which is for¬ 
eign to the sikh psyche,which 
stands in the way. Help the Sikh 
community to shed it. Don’t stand 
for less than the whole. 

Sincerely yours, 
BRAHMA PRAKASH SHARMA 


Discover the love of 


y oung men think oia men are roots; hut old men know 
young men are foots. 

George Chapman 
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CENTRES! 


T he Soviet Communist 
Party plenum adopted a 
draft platform to be 
submitted to the Party’s 
28th congress in late June or early 
July, proposing presidential form 
of government. The President 
would, under the proposed 
system, be vested with more 
powers than Mikhail Gorbachev in 
his present post as Chairman of 
the USSR Supreme Soviet. 

The plenum vote has opened 
the way to multi-party system in 
the country. In a show of han 
only maverick deputy Boris Yelt¬ 
sin voted against the decision to 
drop Article 6 of the Soviet consti¬ 
tution, which guarantees the 
party’s leading role. 

There will be political pluralism 
and normal democracy as the 
Central Committee will now call on 
the Congress of People’s Depu¬ 
ties, the Soviet Parliament, to 
amend the constitution. The plat¬ 
form was proposed by Soviet 
leader Mr Gorbachev on February 
5. So the plenum vote can be 
described as a victory for Mr Gor¬ 
bachev's reform drive. An official 
said the final draft also included 
the right to private property. 

In fact, the Politburo members 
joining the radicals’ chorus for a 
multi-party system and predictions 
of emergence of a second Com¬ 
munist Party seemed to have left 
the CPSU Central Committee no 
option but to renounce its mono¬ 
poly on power. 

Prime Minister Nikolai Ryzhkov 
was the most categorical of all his 
colleagues in the Politburo on the 


contentious issue of deletion from 
the constitution of Article 6, guar¬ 
anteeing the CPSU’s leading role 
in the country. 

It was too late in the day to dis¬ 
cuss whether a multi-party system 
was needed or not and it was time 
the communists learnt the difficult 
science of working and living 
together with other social and polrt- 
cal entities. Ryzhkov told the 
enlarged plenum on February 6. 

It would be wrong to assume 
that the Gorbachev platform was 
accepted without criticism. Though 
Gorbachev on February 5 said in 
his report that the Communists 
intended to give up legal and other 
privileges and struggle in a demo¬ 
cratic way to be a ruling party, the 
way the issue of Article 6 had been 
worded in the draft came in for 
scathing attack with one member 
describing it as clumsy. Several 
speakers wanted the Plenum to 
unequivocally come out in favour 
of a multi-party system and annul 
Article 6. 

Only one speaker, the Soviet 
Ambassador to Po'and, Vladimir 
Brovikov, has called for outright 
rejection of the draft saying it was 
dishonest to say that people sup¬ 
ported Perestroika. 

On the other hand,the radicals 
consider the draft is lacking clear- 
cut positions on crucial issue such 
as Article 6 and the renewal of the 
Soviet Federation to give more 
autonomy to the 15 Republics 
making up the country. 

The Kremlin Maverick, Mr Boris 
Yeltsin, and the Communist Party 
chief of the Moldavian Republic, 


The Monop< 


Mr Pytor Luchinsky, were among 
the outspoken radicals calling for 
turning the soviet Union into a 
voluntary union of sovereign states 
under a new treaty and the CPSU 
into a union of the Communist par¬ 
ties of Republics. 

Earlier, Mr Gorbachev, said that 
Perestroika processes were being 
threatened by instability weakened 
management and centrifugal ten¬ 
dencies. He sought all necessary 
powers to implement the reforms. 

"We do not have the right to 
allow the development of Pere¬ 
stroika and the implementation of 
the plans associated with it to be, 
put in peril", he said presenting a 
draft platform to the two-day crit¬ 
ical central Committee Plenum on 
its opening day on Feb 5. 

Replying his criticizers Gorba¬ 
chev called for creating conditions 
to enable Communists' real partic¬ 
ipation in the formation of the 
policy. With the changes in the 
party’s role, there should be 
changes in the qualitative compo¬ 
sition of the central party appar¬ 
atus and it should become an 
assistant of the central committee 
and work strictly under its control, 
he said. 

However, Gorbachev had on 
February 5 hinted at giving up his 
office as the General Secretary of 
the Communist Party, but before 
doing that he wants the General 



1990 will go down in histc 
S. Gorbachev as the Supi 
remembered as the year of 
In the Soviet Union as well 
Communist Party plenum \ 
the party. This was the fir. 
of power in the country. Tin 
work to retain its leading St 
deveiooments. 


Loss Of Communist Monopoly 


T he acceptance of Mr 
Gorbachev’s proposals 
on the abolition of Com¬ 
munist Party’s monopoly 
of power in Moscow and his plea 
for a multi-party system is a 
mementous developmeni since it 
means abandoning the command¬ 
ing role the party has had not only 
in the Soviet Union but in every 
other communist country.One may 
wonder if Mr Gorbachov is antici¬ 
pating change or only struggling to 
keep pace with events as they 
unfold in his own country and in 
Eastern Europe. Whatever may be 
the case, the fallout of what has 
already happened in Moscow is 
having repurcussions on other 
Communist Countries over and 
above what has happened and is 
happening in the East European 
countries. 

In China 

S o far China had cast itself in 
the role of a champion of 
Communist orthodoxy, but on Feb¬ 
ruary 7 the Chinese Communist 
Party released outline of a plan to 
let non-Communist parties have a 
piece of political power take. It 
made it clear that its own primacy 
should not be questioned. 

The Party Central Committee 

document dated Dec. 30, 1989 
was released on February 7 coin¬ 
ciding with news from Moscow of 
Soviet President mikhail Gorba¬ 
chev’s proposal to usher in a 
multi-party system. 

The Chinese Party document 
envisaged plans to recommend 


democratic party members and 
non-party people to leading posts 
in Government, but at the same 
time it stipulated that any organi¬ 
zation opposing the Communist 
Party must be banned. 

There are eight non-Communist 
democratic parites in China, 
whose activities or statements are 
almost never reported in the offi¬ 
cial and Communist Party organs. 

The document said multi-party 
cooperation in China was "funda¬ 
mentally different from the multi¬ 
party system or bipartisan system 
in the western capitalist countries, 
and also differs from the one-party 
system practised in some social¬ 
ist countries". 

The document asserted that the 
Chinese system was a creation by 
integrating Marxism-Leninism with 
China’s revolution and construc¬ 
tion and a socialist system of polit¬ 
ical parties in conformity with 
China’s conditions." 

Besides recommending non- 
party people to top posts, it was 
also proposed to strengthen coop¬ 
eration and consultation between 
the Communist Party and the 
others, give the other parties 
"further play" in People's Congress 
and in consultative conferences as 
well as help them in party building. 

The document said multi-party 
cooperation "must uphold the lea¬ 
dership of the CPC and the four 
cardinal principles." The principles 


are: the socialist road, Marxism 
^Leninism-Mao Zedong thought, 
people’s democratic dictatorship 
and leadership of the Communist 
Party. 

It also said that "as the ruling 
party, the CPC greatly needs to 
hear various kinds of opinion and 
criticism and accept supervision by 
the masses of the people," and 
that it was necessary to give full 
play to and strengthen the other 
parties’ role. 

The document said "principal 
leaders" of the Communist Party 
should invite their counterparts 
from the democratic parties as well 
as non-party representatives for 
consultations on principles and 
policies once a year and exchange 
information or opinion at lower 
levels every two months. 

Apart from leading posts in the 
State Council or Cabinet, non- 
party people should also be 
accommodated in various com¬ 
missions, in local Governments 
and judicial organs, it said. 

The document also said 
"contradictions may arise in the 
course of cooperation in unity 
between the CPC and the demo¬ 
cratic parties, which should be cor¬ 
rectly resolved through democratic 
consultation according to the for¬ 
mula of unity-criticism-unity" and 
on the basis of the Communist 
Party leadership role. 


In Mongolia 

M angolia is China’s next 
door neighbour, but on ideo¬ 
logical questions it has been a 
faithful follower of the Soviet 
Union. So far Mongolia was virtu¬ 
ally immune to changes, but since 
December 21 last it has been 
experiencing change. A new 
non-Communist party known as 
the Mongolian Democratic Union 
(MDU) has come into being. Thus, 
the foundation of a multi-party 
system has now come into being. 
Now the MDU is organizing public 
demonstrations in support of real 
democracy through free and fair 
elections, on February 11 Mongo¬ 
lia's capital Ulan Bator witnessed 
the biggest ever public and in sup¬ 
port of a change of government 
through free and fair elections. On 
a multi-party basis. What was sur¬ 
prising was the tolerance shown 
by the authorities. The security 
forces which were hitherto ever 
quick to pull the trigger remained 
silent spectators. This indeed is a 
big change for Mongolia in the 
wake of the loss of monopoly of 
power so far vested in the Soviet 
Communist Party (CPSU). 

In Cuba 

T ill January 6 this year, Cuba 
under Fidel Castro had 
decided to spurn reforms, but now 


it too has decided to go in for f 
reforms lest it was caught nap- ( 
ping.The reforms include signifi- J 
cant changes in the running Gf i 
grassroots organizations, calling 
for more participation by wq { - 
and more choice in the electioi. j<\ 
local leaders in the Cuban Com- / 

munist Party. ’ 

The party daily "Granma" said in f 
a front-page article that the v 
changes were a continuation of il 
the process of "rectification" intro¬ 
duced since 1986 by President ^ 
Fidel Castro to improve the run¬ 
ning and structure of Cuba’s ruling 
Communist Party. ^ 

The changes by the Cuban , 

Party appeared to reflect the J 

determination of the Party leader¬ 
ship that the changes taking place ^ 

in Eastern Europe should not be 
repeated in Cuba. 

Castro has said the island will * 

never abandon the Communist - 

system he introduced following the 
revolution he led in 1959 that top¬ 
pled the right-wing Batiota dicta- r 

torship. 

v 

Grass-roots party organizations c 

across Cuba are due to hold their s 
elections and present their annual r 

reports between January and April 
1990. From September onwards, c 

the process will be held at munic- v 

ipal and provincial level. t 

Castro’s response to the politi- 5 

cal convlusions shaking the c 

Communist parties of Eastern l 
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i as the beginning of the end of not only Mikhail 
re boss of the Soviet Union, but will also be 
8 liquidation of monopoloy of Communist power 
t in Eastern Europe. On February 7, the Soviet 
led for ending the legal and other privileges of 
step toward renouncement of the monopoloy 
arty now has to struggle in a democratic frame- 
us. NK Habeeb analyses these epoch making 
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Secretary’s post to be abolished 
by replacing it with a Chairman 
and two Vice Chairman of the 
Party. In essence, Gorbachev 
wants to remain all powerful. 

The Present move to abolish the 
Communist Party’s monopoly of 
power can be described as a 
clever device to strengthen the 
President’s power. This tactical 
meaning may be read into Gorba¬ 
chev’s historic new platform called 
"towards humane democratic 
socialism". Plans to bring forward 
the CPSU’s 28th Congress also 
indicate a sense of urgency. Some 
such reorganization has been 
underway ever since the 19th 
party conference in June 1988. 
That conference created the new 
post of Chairman of the Supreme 
Soviet (i.e President). It gave a 
strong thrust to Gorbachev pro¬ 
grammes of Glasnost and Pere¬ 
stroika by creating a system that 
would enforce Lenin’s long 
neglected dictum of "all power to 
the Soviets". 

It was thought then that the new 
arrangement sprung on the con¬ 
ference and received with some 
uneasiness by many delegates 
where a single functionary com¬ 
bined the crucial state and party 
posts of President and General 
Secretary,and would also head the 


USSR Defence Council and enjoy 
the right to nominate the Prime 
Minister, would mean a shift of 
power away from the party appar¬ 
atus. Two parallel developments 
may have encouraged this trend. 
First, economic disappointment, 
especially with the 12th Five Year 
Plan (1986-90), has emphasized 
the need to speed up reforms. The 
economic reviews undertaken 
during this period seem to have 
persuaded the reformist lobby that 
Soviet manufacturing would not 
improve sufficiently to satisfy con- 
sumerist demands unless the 
bureaucratic stranglehold is 
released and the party apparatus 
weakend to permit some degree of 
competitive entrepreneurship. 

Secondly, changes in the CPSU 
seem to have been overtaken to 
a large extent by what has been 
happening to Communist parties 
not only in East Europe but even 
in the Soviet Republics. The suc¬ 
cess of the Sajudis movement in 
Lithuania and the emergence of 
the Popular Front in Azerbaijan, 
•where Communists have publicly 
been burning their party cards, 
may further have convinced the 
Kremlin leadership that no one 
would object seriously if the curtain 
'rings down on an all-powerful 
party and the President takes over 
most of its authority. 

Gorbachev has unleashed 
expectations that have not been 
met and is now caught in the 
crossfire between Right and Left, 
one blaming him for unloosing 
anarchy and the other for not 
going far enough with his reforms. 


In Moscow And Its Fallouts 


t has been to argue that 
» one-party Communist 
t should be strengthened 
proved. 

"" n Vietnam 

imunist Party ideologues in 
itnam are also urging their 
respond to political uphea- 
iastern Europe by relaxing 
ear grip of power. 
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>pe but young people are 
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! political pluralism, 
m greeted the first signs 
e in Poland last August 
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aw apologized to the new 
-led Government and 
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l Eastern Europe. 


Future Of Communist 
Comecon 

N ever before did the Commu¬ 
nist economic ogranization, 
Council for Mutual Economic 
Cooperation (COMECON),exper¬ 
ience such divergence of views as 
in its Sofia meet on January 8. 
This was because never before 
the members were allowed such 
freedom as is now obtainable 
under Glasnost and under the 
strains of the problem being exper¬ 
ienced by the Soviet Union and its 
East European allies. At the Sofia 
meet in Bulgaria,the Soviet Union 
proposed that the Comecon eco¬ 
nomic bloc start trading on a hard 
currency basis at world prices next 
year. 

Mr. Valdimir Dlouhya, reform 
communist,who chairs Czechos¬ 
lovakia’s State planning said that 
the Soviet proposal would be “a 
disaster" if introduced immediately 
and said a transitional period was 
essential. 

Poland’s non-communist Pre¬ 
mier, Mr Tadeusz Mazowiecki, 
said the transition period for the 
fuel and raw materials should run 
until 1995. Other trade should be 
carried out on the basis of bilat¬ 
eral agreements. 

Moscow’s East European allies 
have traditionally relied on the 
Soviet Union as their chief source 
of fuel and raw supplies. Soviet 


Prime Minister, Ryzhkov said, 
"There is no danger of Cemecon 
falling apart" if good decisions 
were made in Sofia. What are 
"good decisions", he did not clar¬ 
ify. His assessment was shared by 
the Czechoslovak Finance Minis¬ 
ter, Mr. Vaclav Klaus, who said 
"Comecon will survive in one form 
or another". 

Mr. Klaus has warned that his 
country would unilaterally cancel 
its Comecon commitments unless 
its transactions are based no 
longer on the Soviet rouble but on 
a convertible currency that can be 
freely exchanged on the world 
market. 

That view is shared by Roman¬ 
ia's new leader, who have closed 
ranks with Hungary’s reformers 
and Poland's Solidarity-led gov¬ 
ernment in calling for an end to 
trade based on the fixed quotas 
and prices, barter and the Rouble. 

Founded in 1949, Comecon -the 
Council for Mutual Economic 
Assistance - provided Josef Sta¬ 
lin’s Soviet Union with a mechan¬ 
ism for extracting favourable trade 
agreements from client states. 

Although Cuba supported reor¬ 
ganization of the Soviet-led 
Comecon trading block, but said 
the group should not give itself up 
completely to the policies of a free 
market and private ownership. The 
Cuban Vice-President, Carlos 
Rafael Rodriguez, said that 


renewal of the grouping should not 
mean abandoning its founding 
principles. 

Comecon groups the seven 
Warsaw Pact nations, Cuba, 
Mongolia and Vietnam. Comecon 
meet is to be held in March this 
year when a final decision on the 
Comecon structure, including the 
decision on trade in convertible cur¬ 
rency will be taken and spelt out. 
Till then Soviet President appears 
to have gained the breathing time 
which be badly needs. 

Japan And European 
Changes 

G one are the days when Japan 
did not show any interest in 
political changes in Europe. Now 
the Japanese are eager to know 
and anxious to act. It was this new 
approach to foreign affairs that has 
prompted Japan’s Prime Minister 
Toshiki Kaifu to undertake a 
10-day tour of Europe. 

He carried with him pledges of 
aid which would top $ 1 billion over 
three years to pay for Eastern 
Europe’s journey back into market 
economy and democracy. 

Japan has already made a 
commitment of $ 150 million Exim 
Bank loan to Poland. Mr. Kaifu has 
made additional pledges of tech¬ 
nical, management and environ¬ 
mental assistance in addition to 
further Exim Bank loans. 


Qaxmttm 

The Soviet leader knows that he 
was appointed General Secretary 
by virtue of Gromykov's casting 
vote. He has no real mandate to 
take unpopular decisions. Gorba¬ 
chev might teal, therefore, that the 
best wqr e» reeenohng his two 
stated ofe|ecafcee ot revitalizing 
the party and transferring real 
power to the Soviets is to approp¬ 
riate more authority to his own 
office. On the other hand, talk of 
"renewal" may well be a euphem¬ 
ism for whittling down the party’s 
role since it envisages not only 
political pluralism but also recog¬ 
nized points of view within the 
pTrty. 

A group like the Democratic 
Platform, which is said to believe 
in non-Leninist socialism, direct 
elections for all party posts, and an 
end to the CPSU’s monopoly, 
would be a great help in the 
reforming efforts of leader whose 
popularity abroad, especially in the 
West, may not offer an accurate 
index to his standing at home. The 
recent rumour of Mr Gorbachev’s 
resignation as CPSU General 
Secretary created panic on West¬ 
ern stock markets and provoked 
an immediate U.S. reaction.They 
also enabled Gorbachev’s sup¬ 
porters to strengthen his position 
vis-a-vis the Party and its conser¬ 
vative elements. Formal abdica¬ 
tion of the CPSU’s monopoly 
position which is expected to 
mean automatic elevation of the 
President appears to be Gorba¬ 
chev’s broad strategy. 


Internal Impact 

O f course, the greatest impact 
of the fallout would be on the 
internal situation in the Soviet 
Union itself. Replacement of 
Communism by the Islamic fun¬ 
damentalism, specially in the 
southern Muslim-dominated 
Republics like Uzbekistan, Tajik- 
stan, Azerbaijan etc. cannot be 
ruled out. Even in other constitu^ 
ent units like Georgia, Moldavia 
and Ukraine local nationalism is 
emerging as an alternative to 
Communism. In the north, the 
Baltic Republics of Lithuania, 
Latvia and Estonia have already 
made known their intention of 
separating from the Soviet Com¬ 
munist Party and from the Soviet 
Union. In short, the danger of a 
disintegration of the Soviet Union 
has now become a reality, though 
not a fact of life as such. As for the 
East European Communist bloc of 
countries, the process of disinte¬ 
gration is evident. 

The least influenced country 
from the fallout among the East 
European countries is Albania and 
the least influenced communist 
parties is the communist parties of 
India. The Indian Communist Par¬ 
ties feel they can absorb the shock 
of the CPSU losing its monopoly 
of power in Moscow, but how long, 
only a few can say for certain. But 
the way the BJP and other non- 
Congress parties are coming to 
the fore shows that India too will 
not remain immune to the fallout 
from Moscow. 
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An Open Letter To The Union Home Minister 



Dear Mufti Mohd. Sayeed: 

A propos your statement 
reported in The Times 
of India of January 24, 
1990, in connection with 
the Asembly elections in Punjab. 
We welcome your decision that 
the elections wil be held in Panjab 
by May, though not along with 
other states. This may be for cer¬ 
tain reasons, mainly that a size¬ 
able additional peace keeping 
force would be required, which 
could only be found by withdraw¬ 
ing them from other states after 
the conclusion of elections there. 
This is a very valid and respect¬ 
able reason keeping in view the 
prevalence of violence in the state. 
The principle articulated in finding 
solution to the Punjab problem that 
there will be no compromise on 
the unity and integrity of India is 
fully appreciated. But I would like 
to remind you that these wonder¬ 
ful declarations do not become 
repulsive by ludicrous steps. 

To this effect, I find your policy 
that religious places in Punjab 
would not be allowed to be used 
,by militants and that clear direc¬ 
tions had been given to the gov¬ 
ernor on this score, is bound to 
boomerang, as the Sikhs in gen¬ 
eral would call it a state-interfer¬ 
ence in the Sikhs way of life. 
Therefore, before any fconfronta- 
tion takes place, it would be advis¬ 
able to re-examine your directions. 

And as far as any one indulging 
in anti-state activities is concerned, 
whether from a Gurdwara or from 
any other stage/place is to be dealt 


with stern measures as per the 
tew. And about addressing of reli¬ 
gious congregations on political 
matters from Gurdwara stage, it 
being the Sikh way of life must not 
be objected to avoid unnecessary 
flutter in the Sikh community. It is 
worth mentioning, though you 
might be aware of the fact that 


prior to the Lok Sabha elections 
political leaders belonging to the 
Janata Dal and and BJP visited a 
number of gurdwara for support 

from the Sikhs as a oommunity to 
route the Congress (I) from power, 
fn fact all communities in India in 
one from or the other have been 


using religious platforms for polit¬ 
ical purposes. For general amity 
and respect for the government in 
India the best way would be not to 
interfere in the ways of life of any 
community. 

We have seen that there has 
been no unusual unrest in Punjab 
and Jammu & Kashmir immedi¬ 
ately after the independence. But 1 
later on out of one factor the strat¬ 
egy of the central government and 
certain major political parties that 
the Kashmir Muslims and the 
Sikhs have convincingly felt that 
their religious, social and cultural 
identities are being eroded. You 
being a prominent political leader 
from Kashmir could certify the feel-' 
ings of the J&K Muslims and I 
being a devout Sikh, can confirm 
that without any iota of doubt. The 
result of faulty policy is that nearly 
50,000 Sikhs have been killed and 
many more innocents are getting 
killed daily in Punjab. And now in 
J&K the toll of Muslims getting 
daily killed is speedily rising. 
Therefore we need to look into the 
realities of life to save our people 
from massacre and loss of valu¬ 
able human lives of India. The aim 
should be to move alongwith the 
feelings of the people, rather for¬ 
cing them to change their base of 
life,which would only result in 
chaos. 

In fact the general unwarranted 
attitude towards the Sikhs from the 
Hindus during congress (I) as well 
as even under your own party 
governments (National Front) 
remains the same. The policy of 
degrading the Sikhs religiously by 
forcibly installing idols of their die- 
ties like Hanumanji and Shivaji in 
Gurdwaras and declaring them 
temples is still continued una¬ 
bated. The case in view is of Var¬ 
anasi. The historical Guru Teg 
Bahadur Gurdwara there had 
been forcibly converted into 
Mandir by installing idol of Hanu¬ 
manji in November 1984. It is 
under police castody since then. 
Even though Lt Gen J.S. Aurora 
and other members of Sikh Forum 
have approached the U.P. gov¬ 
ernment that also with the full 
cooperation from local Hindus and 
diferent organizations of Varanasi 
to hand over the Gurdwara to the 
local Sikh, no suitable action so far 
has been taken to undo the wrong. 
This is providing encouragement 
to the fanatics of a particular 
community to pursue their obnox¬ 
ious activities in harassing the 
minority communities. Recently, 
as reported in The Times of India 
of January 27, 1990, the Harijans 
of village Nangla 10 km from 
Mawana Tehsil and District Meerut 
went for conversion into Sikhism 
under the arrangement of U. P. 
sikh missionary. The Shive Sena 
in hundreds attacked the Sikh 
missionaries. 

The other instance is too horri¬ 
ble from various angles as it con¬ 
cerns the discipline of police 
Superintendent B.K. Mathur who 
desecrated Shri Guru Granth 
Sahib in the presence of Sikh 
detenues in the Jodhpur Jail which 


was reported in the Indian Express 
of March 8,1989.1 gave this pofnt 
to Mr Madhu Dandvate on March 
27, 1989, to be raised in the Par¬ 
liament. Though he raised the 
issue in the Lok Sabha no action 
has been taken by the government 
against this culprit. You may kindly 
look into this sensitive matter ser¬ 
iously, so that communal minded 
police persons are weeded out. 

I had visited Meerut on January 
19, and was surprised to see a 
huge idol of Hanumanji being 
installed in the crossing of Bombay 
Bazar-Meerut Cantt. and another 
idol of Shivaji installed under the 
clock tower in the next crossing 
leading into the main Sadar Bazar. 
No sooner than we expect these 
spots would become places of 
daily worship to assert Hindu dorm 
inance in the city. 

The point the government is to 
examine is under what circum¬ 
stance and policy the police and 
other government machinery is 
being permitted to violate the rules 
by allowing the installation of idols 
of various Hindu dieties--,>road 
crossings or heart of the ciOS^, etc. 
The only conclusion one could 
draw from an this is that the gov¬ 
ernment would like to remain on 
the right side of the community 
which can enthrone and dethrone 
it. 

The President of India in his 
address to the nation on January 
26, 1990, have stated that mono¬ 
poly of political power is an attrib¬ 
ute of dictatorships. This 
observation of the President 
needs to be viewed seriously in 
the context of the Central govern¬ 
ment, which has remained and 
would remain as the monopoly of 
the Hindus. 

Whatever the harassment to the 
minorities has come is stemming 
out of this dictatorship. 1 ' -Vtrave 
to see how this cult of dicfijftbrship 
can be removed from our peculiar 
democracy in which minorities are 
finding it impossible to exist with 
their own way of life. Unless theii 
identity is assured, the amity ir 
real sense cannot have foot hole 
in different communities, as sucf 
our society shall remain subjectec 
to police rule and not to the rule o 
people. 

In the light of the above saic 
points you are requested to re 
examine your directions to th< 
Punjab governor, and also taki 
immediate action in connectioi 
with Gurdwara Varanasi and hai 
assment by Shiv Sena on the Siki 
missionaries of district Meeru' 
And also stopping of installation c 
idols on government land, etc 

Lastly, the dictatorship as env 
saged by the President b 
removed from pur democrati 
system to provide equality < 
status to ail our citizens and the 
communities irrespective of the 
numerical strength in any stati 
Though this is an uphill task, 
hope the National Front goveri 
ment with its sincerity will be ab 
to find some remedy to it. 

Sincerely Youi 
Lt Col Manohar Singh (Ret< 
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Oil Industry—Achieving New Feats 


By Sudha Marwah 


T he role of oil sector in the 
development of the coun¬ 
try’s economy cannot be 
overemphasized. As a 
source of energy for domestic, 
industrial and transport sectors 
and as feedback for agricultural, 
chemical and other industries it 
has become the vital life line to the 
economic progress of the country. 

The petroleum scenario in the 
country has undergone a sea 
change since independence. From 
a meagre 0.5 million tonnes of oil 
produced from one of the oldest oil 
fields in the world, namely Digboi 
in Assam, the country is expected 
to produce nearly 35 million 
tonnes of crude oil from its 
onshore and offshore fields by the 


end of the current financial year. 
This would be enough to meet 
nearly 60 percent of the country’s 
current consumption of nearly 50 
million tonnes. There has also' 
been a tremendous increase in the 
profitability of the oil industry which 
has risen from Rs 138 crores in 
1983-84 to Rs 915 crores in 
1988-89. 

The oil industry, according to 
indications, is likely to exceed the 
Seventh Plan target in generation 
of internal resources. In absolute 
terms the internal resources gen¬ 
eration by the oil industry has 
increased from Rs 969 crores in 

1987- 88 to Rs 1222 crores in 

1988- 89. Moreover, it is envisaged 
that in the Eighth Plan period the 
oil industry will not only meet its 
own requirements through 
enhanced resource generation but 
also contribute to the general pool. 


Apart from meeting financial 
targets, the oil industry has a track 
record consistently high overall 
capacity utilization in the refineries, 
pipelines, LPG bottling plants and 
lube-blending units. Lately, there 
has been a stress on value- 
addition by producing more light 
and middle distillates while maxi¬ 
mizing crude output. 

Steps To Reduce Imports 

T he country is still dependent 
on imports for 35 to 40 per 
cent of its petroleum requirements 
and unless further oil discoveries 
are made soon, the gap between 
domestic supply and demand may 
further widen. The Planning 
Commission has projected the 
consumption of oil to increase to 
a level of 87 million tonnes by the 
turn of this century while the crude 


productir i by that time is expected 
to be to the tune of 50 million 
tonnes. Import substitution and 
innovation will not only lead to sav¬ 
ings in foreign exchange but also 
reduction in cost. 

Realizing the need for more 
intensive exploration for hydrocar¬ 
bons, the government has invited, 
reputed international oil compa¬ 
nies with acknowledged technical 
expertise to share iri the explora¬ 
tion effort with ONGC and OIL 
India through contracts. The Indian 
private industry has also been 
encouraged to invest in the petrol¬ 
eum sector, in the manufacture 
and supply of oilfield equipments 
and services in particular and 
more recently as an equity partic¬ 
ipant in the construction of new 
refineries. Steps have also been 
initiated to conserve petroleum 
and ensure greater efficiency. 


It is heartening that over the 
years fast marketing and distrib¬ 
ution facilities have developed in 
the petroleum industry. The indus¬ 
try has today 283 storage installa¬ 
tions and depots with a total 
tankage of over 50 lakh kilolitres 
to cater to the demand for petrol¬ 
eum products, which has risen 
from three mtps to about 45 mtps. 
Today LPG has also become an 
important domestic fuel. In 
1970-71 LPG availability was only 
0.18 million tonnes covering 1.5 
lakh households. Today 1.5 million 
tonnes are sold to over 120 lakh 
households. The marketing infra- 
struture for all essential petroleum 
products has been steadily 
expanded to serve people even in 
remote and once inaccessible 


Passivity Helps NF 


oV vnued from page 1 

penchant for pronouncing on all 
matters under the sun has caused 
embarrassment. But V.P. Singh 
thus far remains unaffected by 
these side-shows. 

The Congress, on the other 
hand, has emerged as a "spoiler", 
with its daily quota of round con¬ 
demnation of all that the new gov¬ 
ernment does. Even the valid 
criticism of the Front government 
the party does make on occasion 
gets lost in the intemperate attacks 
that have become staple fare. Nor 
has the Congress covered itself 
with glory on the great issue it 
sought to make of Rajiv Gandhi’s 
security. 

’Jt is an indication of the confi- 
rfi^e that prevails in the ranks of 
tl^Janata Dal and the BJP that 
both parties have caught in a vir¬ 
ulent form the Congress disease 
of dissidence, projected in rebel 
candidates refusing to bow to their 
leaders' wishes. And the very fact 
of "Friendly contests"—a euphem¬ 
ism that masks animosities—in a 
number of states between the two 
allies is a tribute to the longevity 
of Congress culture. 

After many years in the wilder¬ 
ness, the BJP is keyed up to play 
a major political role in a number 
of states, in addition to the clout it 
has acquired with its strength in 
the new Lok Sabha. If the BJP 
forms governments in one or more 
important states and does well in 
Maharashtra in association with 
the Shiv Sena, it could alter the 
political map and pose new pro¬ 
blems for the Janata Dal. 

The heterogenous group that 
the Janata Dal is rests on the pre¬ 
mise that given time, its fragile 
existence as the ruling Front will 
be buttressed by dissident Con¬ 
gressmen. But if the hoped-for 
influx from the Congress does not 
materialize, it would only increase 
tensions in the Dal on the issue of 
the BJP being the biggest bene'fic-. 


iary of the defeat of the Congress. 

Despite the departure of several 
known leaders from the Congress 
to the Janata Dal, how likely is a 
mass exodus from the former to 
the latter after the elections? It is 
here that the factional equations in 
the Janata Dal will come into play. 
The factional groups largely func¬ 
tion around Devi Lai and Chandra 
Shekhar with V.P. Singh trying to 
keep himself above factions, in the 
process leaving his former Jan 
Morcha colleagues unprotected. 

There are other factions in the 
Dal such as those of Ajit singh and 
the old Lohia socialists, but they 
acquire importance only when 
they side with or oppose either of 
the two main factions. The fac¬ 
tional arithmetic is important 
because it will determine in the 
end the place Congressmen can 
hope to achieve by joining the 
Janata Dal. 

If the Congress does not do as 
badly as it performed in the parli¬ 
amentary election, the choice for 
Congressmen crossing over to the 
Dal would not be a simple one. 
This problem is naturally com¬ 
pounded by the anti-defection law 
which would require at least a third 
of Lok Sabha members to leave 
the party. But it would also be a 
problem of individual Congress¬ 
men finding the right faction in the 
Dal to align with. 

If most Congress members of 
the Lok Sabha choose to bide their 
time, waiting for a brighter era for 
the Congress,the Janata Dal can 
only nibble at Congressmen in the 
states. But should the BJP emerge 
as a dominant element in a 
number of states, dissatisfaction in 
the ranks of the Dal leadership at 
the Centre could only grow. 

Most of the state Congress 
leaders who have recently joined 
the Janata Dal have attacked Rajiv 
Gandhi’s leadership qualities. And 
Rajiv is likely to remain a major 
factor in the emerging political 
scenario. Murmurs of disillusion¬ 


ment in the Congress camp with I 
his style of leadership and politi- [ 
cal maladroitness are no surprise. 
But Congressmen know only too 
well that removing him from lea¬ 
dership would be thesurest way 
to put paid to the Congress as an 
organization. The Janata Dal is, of 
course, hoping that the scale of 
the Congress defeat would pro¬ 
vide the impulse needed to split 
the mother party. 

By the same token, the end of 
the assembly elections, complet¬ 
ing a cycle, could signal the end 
of the factional truce in the Janata 
Dal. Devi Lai and his progeny in 
Haryana remain an embarrass¬ 
ment, but one the Dal cannot do 


without. It is more likely that Chan¬ 
dra Shekhar, assuming that his 
candidates do well in elections, will 
iry to assume a more assertive 
role in the Dai. How ne will seek 
to challenge. 

V.P. Singh and over what issue 
remain to be determined. 

If the BJP is likely to emerge as 
the major beneficiary of the 
assembly elections, the benefici¬ 
ary of the minority government 
thus far has been V.P. Singh. He 
has been able to build a national 
constituency for himself in a rather 
short time, and despite having little 
or no factional clout in the Janata 
Dal, he has become the man his 
fractious party cannot do without. 


To an extent, V.P. Singh’s task 
was made easier by the many 
political mistakes made by the 
Rajiv Gandhi regime. But on the 
positive side, he has shown polit¬ 
ical shrewdness, and the very 
passivity which is a facet of his 
character has stood him in good 
stead in presiding over a Front 
government whose dominant 
component consists of ambitious, 
and some unhappy, leaders. 

Vishwanath Pratap Singh will 
need other qualities as well to 
keep the National Front govern¬ 
ment going after the assembly 
elections. It remains to be seen 
how he measures up to his future 
tasks. 
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R & D Activities In Power Sector 


By T.J.S. Raman 


T he Indian Government, 
since the days of Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru, the 
founding father of modern 
India, has been laying very great 
stress on research and develop¬ 
ment activities in the country and 
as called upon the Public and Pri¬ 
vate Sector institutions to give a 
fillip to this effort with a view to find 
out solutions to problems faced by 
the Indian industry.Special 
emphasis has also been laid for 
bringing about modernization and 
technology upgradation for qualit¬ 
ative improvement of the products. 
In this effort the Public Sector 
Undertakings, Bharat Heavy Elec¬ 
tronics Ltd (BHEL) in particular, 
have been playing a very vital role. 
The R&D unit of BHEL has already 
developed and commercially 
exploited a number of processes/ 
systems which have brought 
about enormous advantages and 
energy saving schemes to the 
country in various fields. 

The R&D division of BHEL is 
nurturing the seeds of growth in a 


variety of areas including power, 
industry, transportation, oil and 
gas by keeping itself abreast of the 
latest developments, improvising 
designs, providing the foundations 
for better performance of the pro¬ 
ducts by critical standards and rig¬ 
orous testing and by innovating 
technology for wider and efficient 
utilization of coal. Non- 
conventional energy operation of 
the R&D division have already 
borne fruit and many other patents 
are in the pipeline for further com¬ 
mercial exploitation. 

Achievements 

T he notable achievements in 
various fields relate to the 
development of advanced tech¬ 
nologies like simulators for power 
plants and defence applications, 
fuel cells, superconductivity, laser 
and fibre optic systems, metallic 
glass for transformer cores, vision 
based manufacturing systems, 
image processing techniques, 
heat pipes, etc. BHEL has already 
demonstrated the capability and 
expertise ki developing training 
simulators for power plants and 
defence applications as in Obra 


Thermal Power Station and the 
Indian Navy. These simulators 
result in saving downtime, 
increase in efficiency, reduction in 
training and equipment repair time 
and lessening the risk possibility of 
equipment failure due to malfunc¬ 
tioning. BHEL has now embarked 
on major projects aimed towards 
and new training requirements of 
the industry in the next decade. 

In fuel cells, power is generated 
from natural gas which is abun¬ 
dantly available in the country. 
This source is absolutely noiseless' 
and pollution free and can be 
easily operated in rural areas. 
Work is also in progress for devel¬ 
opment of 1 kw and 5 kw fuel cell' 
stacks which would be ready 
during 1989-90. Planning for a 
higher capacity fuel cell power 
plant based on natural gas is also 
being done. The laser alignment 
system development by the R&D 
division of BHEL has resulted in 
substantial reduction in assembly 
and erection time for power plant 
equipment. 

Some of the technologies 
development have also been 
transferred to other sister units of 
BHEL. They include Intelligent 
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Controller, Online Analysers, 
Autosynchronizers, Water Desal¬ 
ination Plants, etc. Technology for 
magnetic laminates and thermo¬ 
wells have also been transferred 
to private organizations. 

The over 75,000-strong BHEL 
family, comprising a formidable 
team of engineers, scientists, 
managers and trained technicians 
has, through relentless efforts, 
contributed towards development 
of new products and establish¬ 
ment of over 300 corporate stan¬ 
dards and specifications during 
1988-89 alone taking the cumul¬ 
ative total to 1500. In recognition 
of its outstanding contribution 
towards development of new pro- 
cessess and systems, BHEL’s 
Corporate R&D was honoured 
with topmost awards during 1988 
and January 1989 by the National 
Research Development Corpora¬ 
tion (NRDC) for thermowells and 
Online Flue Gas Monitoring 
System. NRDC is the topmost 
body in the field of research in the 
country. 

Thrust Areas 

T oday the Research and 
Development activities of 
BHEL have spread to different 
fields, fuels and combustion par¬ 
ticles, fluids, process technolgies 
etc. BHEL has spent over Rs 43 
crores on R&D programmes 
during 1988-89 out of the annual 
turnover of Rs 2601 crores. This 
is the highest expenditure on R&D 
by any industrial enterprises in the 
country. The thrust areas during 
1988-89 were strengthening 
customer-R&D interface; renova¬ 
tion and life extension of power 
plants; energy conservation; pollu¬ 
tion control; new products/proces¬ 
ses systems; coal programmes; 
non-conventional energy systems 
and advanced technologies. The 
customer-R&D-Product interface, 
through a number of widely partic¬ 
ipated meetings, has resulted in 
development of higher rating 
power sets, higher voltage (800 
kv) transmission system, coal 
based combined cycle plants, 
condition monitoring systems, life 
extension techniques , etc. The 
meetings have also enabled the 
customers to share the experience 
in the operation of power station 
equipment supplied by BHEL as 
well as others, and also to under¬ 
stand BHEL’s capability to resolve 
the chronic problems that affect 
the Plant Load Factor (PLF). 

BHEL has also carried out con¬ 
dition/life assessment investiga¬ 
tions on steam turbines, 
generators as well as boiler pres¬ 
sure parts, at a number of ther¬ 
mal power stations. Based on the 
expertise developed through R&D 
efforts, the Trichy Unit of BHEL 
offers services for residual life 
assessment of boiler pressure 
parts. The discovery of sizeable 
gas reserves and indication of 
many more have increased the■ 
scope for improvements in effici¬ 
ency by combined cycle technol¬ 
ogy. BHEL is now working on 


techno-economic aspects of con¬ 
verting the existing old units oper- . 
ating at very low efficiencies to 
combined cycle plants with higher 
efficiencies. 

Energy Conservation Efforts 

K eeping the importance of 
energy conservation in view, 
all BHEL units have geared their 
efforts in this direction. This had 
led to a significant saving of Rs 2 
crores during 1988-89 alone. As 
an energy conservation measure, 
the Corporate R&D has developed 
an energy efficient low-loss Induc¬ 
tion motor for agricultural applic¬ 
ation.If all the agricultural 
pumpsets numbering nearly 10.6 
million are replaced with these 
energy efficient pumpsets, the 
approximate saving to the nation 
is estimated at around Rs 303 
crore per annum. The Corporate 
R&D is also developing Radial 
Fans for power station applica¬ 
tions. These are highly compact, 
efficient and will lead to consider¬ 
able saving in energy. 

In the field of Non-Convent^ m!}l 
Energy Sources (NCES), BHe^'s 
Corporate R&D unit has focussed 
attention on wind energy utilization 
for power generation and water 
pumping; solar thermal energy util¬ 
isation for water heating and 
pumping; solar photovoltaic 
energy utilization for power gen¬ 
eration and waste heat utilization 
for refrigeration and aircondition¬ 
ing. The R&D Division has also 
recently installed and commis¬ 
sioned a 55 kw unit at Tuticorin 
and a 30 kw unit at Sultanpet, near 
Coimbatore. The units have 
extensive experience in research 
and development as well as 
design improvement through site 
performance feedback to suit 
Indian environmental, social and 
economic conditions. In ftothe 
manner, the Corporate R&u*. 
NCES programmes have helped 1 
to meet the country’s short-term 
and long-term energy needs. 

Towards Pollution Control 

I n the area of pollution control, 
the Corprate R&D has devel¬ 
oped a Multipulse (fast pulse) ESP 
Controller which, if used, with elec¬ 
trostatic precipitator, precipitates 
finer dust particles emerging out of 
the chimney of thermal power 
plants. BHEL has also developed 
technology to effectively utilize the 
low grade, high ash coal available 
in India. These technologies have 
enabled BHEL to establish coal 
based gas/steam turbines. These 
have also been commercialized 
and installed with success. 

All these achievements were 
possible because of relentless 
efforts of the BHEL scientists and 
engineers who find an excellent 
working environment in the BHEL 
complex to promote creativity and 
innovation. The active support and 
cooperation from the sister units 
and several other organizations 
have also contributed to BHEL’s 
success in various other fields as 
well. 
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Children’s University: 
Universe Of The Child 


The School 


By Brahm P. Gupta 


T he highlight of the 
Second National Confer¬ 
ence on Child Education 
held in New Delhi i.i Nov¬ 
ember 1989 was the proposal to 
set up a Children’s University, 
perhaps the only one of its kind in 
the world. The concept envisages 
the dream of non-traditional 
temple of learning and research 
with the focus on child. It will offer 
abundant opportunities for the ful¬ 
lest flowering of the child’s perso¬ 
nality through a combination of 
work experience and learning, 
rather than through teaching- 
oriented methodologies. 

The then Minister of State for 
Education, while chairing the ses¬ 
sion on the University, said, "The 
main aim of education is to build 
character. Character-building 
starts right from birth of the child, 
ffie i today there is neither the pat- 
1s»fial grandmother nor the mater¬ 
nal grandmotherto guide the child. 
Parents are also occupied with 
their personal problems, whe'her 
of office or home. The Western 
influence has created an emo¬ 
tional communication gap 


By Chhatrapati Singh 


T he Lokpal Bill, 1989, 
introduced recently in the 
Lok Sabha has been 
described as a major 
commitment of the National Front 
government to prevent corruption 
afhigh places. Introducing the bill, 
tjy^Law Minister, Dr. Dinesh 
Gfewamy told the members that 
it will bring purity in public life. 

The idea of Lokpal was initially 
mooted by the Administrative 
Reforms Commission in 1966. 
The "Lokpal and Lokayukta Bill’ 
was consequently tabled in the 
Lok Sabha in 1969 but it lapsed. 
It was reintroduced in 1971 but 
that Bill lapsed too, due to the dis¬ 
solution of the Fifth Lok Sabha. A 
new ‘Lokpal Bill’ was introduced in 
1977, and a reformed one once 
again in 1985, but both of them 
failed to become law. Before the 
Congress(l) Government's deci¬ 
sion to withdraw the Lokpal Bill in 
1985, the Joint Committee sought 
eight extensions and visited a 
number of places all over India to 
consider the Bill through public 
debates. If one takes into account 
the total number of committees 
and all the money spent on them 
and on their travelling in the last 
two decades the legislation would 
appear to be the costliest one. 

Expanded Jurisdiction 

U nder the provisions of the Bill, 
the office of the Lokpal will 


between children and their par¬ 
ents. I am sure this Childen’s Uni¬ 
versity would emphasize the all 
round development of the child 
through sports and cultural pro¬ 
grammes, apart from imparting 
text-book knowledge. Such a cur¬ 
riculum would improve their health 
and develop an intellect deeply 
immersed in national unity and. 
humility". 

Bringing Together All Efforts 

T he Indian Council for Child 
Education, who convened the 
Conference, has made a provision 
of 200 acres of land for this project. 
An Advisory Committee, compris¬ 
ing noted educationalists and 
planners, has taken up the formu¬ 
lation of an action programme to 
give a concrete shape to the 
Councils’s unique concept of a 
Children’s University approved at 
the Second National Conference 
on Child Education held in Nov¬ 
ember 1987. In right earnest under 
the direction of Prof. Moonis Raza : 
Vice Chancellor, Delhi University, 
who is confident that "When India 
will have this unique Children’s 
University, the world will emulate 
its example. Since education is 
imparted keeping the child in mind, 


there is no reason why he should 
get out of the mind at the univer¬ 
sity level. Higher education and 
research, when conducted around 
him, will make the child a complete 
man." 

An integrated research and 
development complex is visual¬ 
ized to develop the entire universe 
of the child. The school for the 
child would be the nucleus, around 
which research into all aspects of 
a child’s growth would be povided 
to serve the child in its total per¬ 
sonality development in the 
appropriate cultural and scientific 
perspective. The Committee 
agreed that a national awareness, 
also focussed at the First National 
Conference on Child Education in 
November 1985, was evident in 
massive research programmes in 
progress in the.country in almost 
all areas of child development, but 
felt the urgent and imperative need 
to bring it together and related 
closely to the growth of the child 
in totality. 

The Children’s University has 
been conceived as a three com¬ 
ponent structure. First, at the 
centre would be a school for stu¬ 
dents from all parts of the country 
living and studying together in an 
humane set-up. 


T he Children’s University would 
be a non-traditional University 
which will not depend on govern¬ 
ment grants for its existence. It 
would be an institution which will 
help us in realizing our cherished 
dreams about children’s educa¬ 
tion. The Nursery Section of the 
school will comprise kids from 
three to five or six years of age. 
Education will be imparted to them 
through non-conventional 
methods, making full use of 
games, toys and hobbies. No con¬ 
ventional text-books will be pre¬ 
scribed for them. 

Children above five years of age 
will be admitted to the main 
school. Initially, it will have one 
thousand students. Every year a 
thousand more students will be 
added until the total strength 
reaches ten thousand. They will 
receive education as resident stu¬ 
dents for eleven years. At this 
stage also, education will not be 
imparted through a huge pile of 
text-books but through a combina¬ 
tion of work experience and learn¬ 
ing. During this period, all the 
children will also be required to 
take part in productive work in the 
University campus. They will learn 
certain skills which will enable 
them to pursue their own vocation. 
Conventional examinations would 
be dispensed with during the 
entire schooling period. 

After leaving the school, its 
alumni would be provided oppor¬ 
tunities on the Campus for special¬ 
ized studies in the subjects of their 


The Lokpal Bill, 1989 


constitute three persons instead of, 
one, the Chairman and two other 
retired Supreme Court judges. The 
jurisdiction of the Lokpal has also , 
been expanded. It would be able 
to enquire into the complaints of 
corruption against the Council of 
Ministers including the Prime 
Minister. The Prime Minister will be 
competent to decide upon action 
against his ministerial colleagues 
on the basis of recommendation 
from the Lokpal. In case of the 
Prime Minister, the Lok Pal will 
have jurisdiction to indict him or 
her but it will not have the power 
to penalize the Prime Minister. It 
would be for the Lok Sabha only 
to decide on action to be taken 
against the Prime Minister on Lok- 
pal's recommendations. 

The salary, service conditions 
and removal of the Chairman will 
be like those applicable to the 
Chief Justice of India. In case of 
other two members, it will be like 
judges of the Supreme Court. As 
the Law Minister pointed out in the 
Lok Sabha the system of appoint¬ 
ment of the Lokpal and other 
members intends to create a 
greater assurance of justice and 
fairplay in everyone’s mind. 

However, the introduction and 
even passing of a Bill bringing into 
existence a supra-judicial author¬ 
ity, to check corruption in highpla- 


that the moral fabric of the nation 
will imp'ove. Much will depend 
upon the type of men who are 
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interest. 


ces by itself does not guarantee I Lokpal. The experience with the 


appointments of Lokayuktas in 
various States does not tell a very 
happy story. The Andhra Pradesh 


Specialized Institutions 

S econd, there would be a 
number of specialized insti¬ 
tutes on the Campus which would 
be centres of research on pro¬ 
blems related with children. These 
institutes would make a close 
study of the school as well as the 
surrounding community and would 
abstract from experience for rep¬ 
lication elsewhere. Four such 
institutes—Institute of Child 
Health, Institute of School Educa¬ 
tion, Institute of Games and Sports 
for Children, Institute of Toys and 
Hobbies for Children—are envi¬ 
saged. 

Third, the campus of the Univer¬ 
sity would itself provide an educa¬ 
tional experience of great value. A 
'mini India’ would emerge in the 
campus. Every State will be pro¬ 
vided land to set up their own cul¬ 
tural centres. These centres will 
remain active throughout the year. 
Everybody will have a glimpse of 
the lifestyle, food habits, dress and 
other important aspects of differ¬ 
ent parts of India. The festivals of 
various States will be celebrated 
by all together. 

The best features of Tagore’s 
Santiniketan, Shri Aurobindo’s 
Ashram at Pondicherry, the Gur- 
ukul system, the Bal Mandir of 
Gijubhai and Ivan lllich’s 
‘Deschooling Society’ will be 
incorporated in the scheme for the 
development of the proposed Uni¬ 
versity. It will take sometime for the 
University to attain its complete 
shape. 


Chief Minister almost brought 
about a constitutional crisis, is a 
case in point. It is hoped that 
people who are appointed as Lok- 
pals will have integrity and sincer¬ 
ity as the Solicitor Generals, Chief 
Justices and Election Commis¬ 
sioners in the past have shown. 
The possibility of atleast minimiz¬ 
ing corruption depends as much 
on the nature of the Lokpals as 
that on the existence of the office 


appointed to the office of the case, where the Governor and the itself. 
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Social Activists—Tests Of 


By Bharat Dogra 


I n India several efforis are 
being made at several levels 
to reach the weaker sections 
and help them. This help may 
be in the form of reducing the pain' 
that comes (in the form of hunger, 
lack of protection from weather 
extremes, etc.) , from lack of 
resources by nutrition and health 
type of programmes (among other 
ways) or trying to increase their 
access to resources themselves 
by helping in their struggle to get 
rights on farm and, forests or 
obtain higher wages. Both these 
types of interactions with weaker 
section have their own rele¬ 
vance. However, an important 
question that has to be considered 
in evaluating any such intervention 
is to ask whether the social work¬ 
ers or social activists involved in 
these efforts are concerned only 
with their immediate aims of, say, 
providing medicare to a certain 
number of needy people, or else 
trying to raise the wage rate of 
some low-paid workers. If this is 
the narrow perception which 


Genuine And Durable 
Contribution 


guides the social workers activists, 
then it is unlikely that the ta$k of 
socio-economic change for a 
better world will be advanced sig¬ 
nificantly by such efforts, even 
though these will certainly bring 
some relief. Op the other hand, if 
the social activists are deeply con¬ 
cerned about the wider aspects of 
social change, then they will relate 
these immediate tasks to, the 
needs of these wider changes 
which we may be broadly 
described, to use a popular 
phrase, as a change of system. By 
being conscious about the need 
for such wider change and relating 
their immediate tasks to such 
change, these social activists will 
be able to make a more definite 
and durable contribution to the 
task of socio-economic change for 
a better world. 

It is well-known that most social 


Social activities who will 
make a genuine, durable and 
significant contribution to 
badly needed socio¬ 
economic change are those 
who try to develop in partic¬ 
ipation with the people 
among whom they work with 
a clear understanding of the 
structural changes that are 
needed in our society and 
economy (the change of 
system) and then orient their 
own work and lifestyle to 
the requirements and 
demands of such change. 
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The right choice 


activists work in the middle of 
several constraints and limitations 
on their side, on the side of those 
whom they are trying to mobilize 
and in society generally. It would 
be quixotic for them to ignore 
these and start proclaiming at the 
start of their efforts that they have 
come to change the system. They 
have to confine themselves only to 
certain specific and urgent tasks or 
aims which can be realized in the 
existing conditions, even if only 
with a lot of difficulty. But even the 
pursuit of quite limited tasks and 
aims can be linked and should be 
linked to the needs of the change 
of system. 

Whal exactly do we mean by 
the popular words’ a change of 
system. We’ve to examine what 
are the basic problems respons¬ 
ible for so much distress and 
misery around us, and what are 
their root causes. When we make 
such a serious effort, we realize 
that even though the problems 
appear to be different, while trying 
to trace their root causes we fre¬ 
quently reach a source which is 
similar from one problem to 
another. Then we start examining 
how these root causes can be 
removed. Again we start seeing a 
certain basic compatibility among 
the solutions to various problems 
which appear at first glanqe to be 
quite different from each! other. 
When we try to find solution, to 
basic problems which are based 
on discovering the root causes 
and striking at them, then we are 
thinking in terms of a change of 
system. 

For example, in atypical village 
community of India the basic pro¬ 
blems as perceived by the people 
in their own surroundings with 
which they are most familiar may 
be listed as—most of the peasants 
depending on agriculture have 
very little land or no land at all, 
denial of their proper share of irri¬ 
gation water to them, denial of any 
control over non-farms resources 
such as minor minerals and minor 
forest produce in and around the 
village, high soil erosion and lack 
of fodder due to destruction of for¬ 
ests and pastures, injustice to 
women in several walks of life, 
increasing liquor addiction among 
men, recent spread of communal 
tension leading to a feeling of 
insecurity among a section of vil¬ 
lagers and overall atmosphere of 
mistrust and tension, increasing 
feeling of insecurity also due to the 
activities of criminals. 

This may be only a part of the 
basic problems of villagers but 
these are the ones which are likely 
to be identified more easily 
because the direct impact of these 
is felt in their daily life. While trying 
to get at the root cause of these 
problems, it is likely to be observed 


that concentration of various kinds 
of land and resources (whether 
legal ownership or illegal 
encroachments) in a few hands is 
a basic cause of their economic 
problems, at the same time to a 
considerable extent, the same 
persons who have cornered these 
resources are responsible for the 
growing communalization and 
criminalization of the area or even 
for the spread of liquor sale and 
the perpetuation of very backward 
attitudes towards women. Thus 
with the identification of root 
causes the thinking on solutions 
can be based on this deeper 
understanding. 

While trying to evolve an under¬ 
standing of the change of system, 
it is best to start by immediate sur¬ 
roundings but as only a part of the 
basic problems can be discussed 
at this level, gradually regional, 
national and international issues 
have to be taken up, trying to keep 
these as simple as possible and 
trying to relate these as much as 
possible and proper to the local 
reality. 

It is possible to gradually bu/*^ 
up such a consciousness ev ; 
while taking up a very limited pro¬ 
gramme of actual action but as the 
down to earth villagers are gen¬ 
erally the first to point out, mere 
talk is not enough. In other words, 
the social activists while trying to 
increase consciousness of wider 
socio-economic change, will have 
to link their work or programme, no 
matter how limited its framework, 
to the understanding of this wider 
change that is sought to be 
spread. For example, if it is a 
health programme then it has to 
follow the guidelines of changes in 
the health sector as envisaged in 
the understanding of the wider 
process of socio-economic 
change. It should have the poten¬ 
tial to reach the poorest people '•* 
should make their best possi®"^ 
use of local resources and know¬ 
how already existing. Its depen¬ 
dence on the products of multina¬ 
tional companies or imports 
should be restricted only to the 
essential items and so on. 
Attempts to create attractive look¬ 
ing models which cannot be rep¬ 
licated in ordinary village 
conditions by pouring in a lot of 
money (frequently for fostering 
vested interests) clearly cannot be 
supported. Programmes sup¬ 
ported by organizations having a 
negative role in the wider process 
of socio-economic change also 
cannot be accepted. 

Thus it is clear that social acti¬ 
vists who will make a genuine, 
durable and significant contribu¬ 
tion to badly needed socio¬ 
economic change are those who 
try to develop in participation with 
the people among whom they 
work with a clear understanding of 
the structural changes that are 
needed in our society and econ¬ 
omy (the change of system) and 
then orient their own work and life 
style to the requirements and 
demands of such change. 

N.F.S. INDIA 
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